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STAFF REPORT                                            AGENDA ITEM: ____________     
To: Mayor and Common Council

Prepared By: Stephen P. Compton, Interim City Administrator

Date of Meeting: January 9, 2017
Subject:  Mayors – Create Blue Ribbon Committee – Art in Public Places –Policy Development  
BACKGROUND
The City of Reedsburg does not have a Public Arts Policy. As part of City staff discussions surrounding placing “Art Items” into the public spaces: (Parks, sidewalks and right of way) questions have been raised about monitoring, maintenance and risk associated with private art being placed into these area. 

For the past six months a draft “Art in Public Place” policy has been discuss at both the Parks and Recreation Committee and the Historical Preservation Commission. 

The City Administrator and City Staff are left without clear guidance on handling questions about private “Art” being placed in these public areas and seek additional direction and clarification to ensure the appropriate development, management and maintenance of all public spaces in the City of Reedsburg. 
The Policy is a first step in the development of a comprehensive, multi-faced program approach to Public Art. The Art in Public Places Policy provides a foundation for the effective development, management, and stewardship of Public Art. Articulating a clear definition of the placement of Art in public property, right of ways for insurance must be defined.
ANALYSIS

The Mayors - Blue Ribbon Committee for Art in Public Places will oversee the development of the City of Reedsburg - Art in Public Places Policy.

A Community Public Arts Program is intended to enrich civic life, give voice to the unique creative spirit of Reedsburg, and galvanize the City’s spirit and reputation towards Reedsburg as an arts destination. The policy also provides a set of operating guides so the City Staff can integrate community and citizen requests for use of “Public Places and Public Facilities” for a wide range of Art uses. 

The Policy also will center the control and decision in a City Commission or Committee with authority to decide uses of public places while contributing to a livable community and contributing to economic development. 
Blue Ribbon Commitee: The Mayor’s Office with approval of the City Council requests the creation, for a short duration, a Blue Ribbon Committee to begin meeting in January on a regular schedule. The Goal of the Committee will be to research, debate and recommend the Art in Public Places policy document to be presented to the Mayor and Common Council for adoption in July 2017. The Committee is an advisor body only.
Purpose: The Blue Ribbon Committee is established to advise the Mayor and City Council, in the matter of policy creation.

Structure: The Blue Ribbon Committee should be made up of eleven (11) members that either possess professional experience in the field of visual or public art including, but not limited to, artists, arts administrators, curators or producers of public art, scholars or teachers; or possess experience including environmental design, placemaking, economic development, tourism, or a background or general interest in other aspects of the arts.

Appointing Authority: The Mayor will appoint two members (Regional or Local Community Members) and each Council Member will appoint one individual (Local Community Members) to serve on the Blue Ribbon Committee. The Committee at the first meeting shall select a Chariperson to superintend the efforts of the meeting.
Meeting Info: Unless otherwise noted, meetings are held monthly in the City Hall at a time when the City Staff – Administrator or Community Development can provide administrative support. Meeting will be noticed through the normal agenda process and minutes shall be taken. A Committee meeting room has been established in the newly remodeled City Hall – PW Annex (South Wing) at 134 South Locust Street, Reedsburg WI. 53959

Term: Six (6) month term or earlier if the Blue Ribbon advisory committee has met the objective of recommending the Art in Public Places policy for delivery to the Mayor. At the end of July 2017 the Blue Ribbon Committee will sunset.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

In the FY 2017 Budget the City Council approved a 1% Public Art Campaign in the Capital Improvement Fund (Fund 75). The approved budget amount is $6,650 for use in 2017.

Historical Preservation and Cultural Arts – Fund 50 (1% Public Art Campaign):

An unused fund setting in the “Non-Major Fund Group” has been renamed and funding for support for a public art campaign has been included. While the program is being developed with the Mayor, President and Administrator and Development Service a policy for using and control of these funds will be presented in 2016. Funding for this program is derived from the “Fund 75 - Capital Improvement Program”. Sometimes capital programs remove the historical values in a community. A Public Art campaign can express community values, enhance our environment, transform a landscape, heighten our awareness, or question our assumptions. Placed in public sites, this art is there for everyone, a form of collective community expression. Public art is a reflection of how we see the world – the artist’s response to our time and place combined with our own sense of who we are. City property can be shared with privately developed public art taking into consideration the “Public” nature, cost to maintain parks and sidewalks.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Approve/Deny the Mayors request to create a Blue Ribbon Committee - Art in Public Places Policy.
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